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politics, have tended to prodnce a very unhealthy condition
of excitement and irritation in the popular mind, which
shows itself in part in the enormous increase in the So-
cialistic propaganda.

"Nothing effective, because nothing at once honest and
intelligent is being done to combat the great amount of
evil which, mixed with a little good, a little truth, is con-
tained in the outpourings of------,------,------,------,------.

"Some of these Socialists; some of them merely lurid
sensationalists; but they are all building up a revolution-
ary feeling, which will, most probably, take the form of a
political campaign. Then we may have to do, too late, or
almost too late, what had to be done in the silver campaign,
when in one summer we had to convince a great many good
people that what they had been laboriously taught for
several years was untrue.

"Under such circumstances you would be the best pos-
sible leader, and with your leadership we could rest as-
sured that only good methods would prevail. In such a
contest you could do very much if you were on the bench;
you could do very much if you were in active political life
outside. I think you could do most as President, but you
could do very much as Chief Justice, and you could do less,
but still very much, as Associate Justice. Where you can
fight best I cannot say, for you know what your soul turns
to better than I can.

"As I see the situation, it is this: There are strong
arguments against your taking this justiceship. In the
first place, my belief is that of all the men who have ap-
peared so far you are the man who is most likely to re-
ceive the Eepublican nomination, and who is, I think, the
best man to receive it. It is not a light thing to cast aside
the chance of the Presidency, even though, of course, it is
a chance, however, a good one.

"It would be a very foolish thing for you to get it into
your thoughts, so that your sweet and fine nature would
be warped and you would become bitter and sour, as Henry
Clay became; and, thank heaven, this is impossible. But